   2024 NICHOLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS
 WIDE AREA NETWORK
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

 
1. Awards will be made in the best interest of the Nicholas County Schools. 

2. Nicholas County Schools may accept or reject in part, or in whole, any bid. 

3. All quotations are governed by the West Virginia Code and Policy 8200. 

4. All services performed or goods delivered under Nicholas County Schools Purchase Orders/Contracts are to be continued for the term of the Purchase Order/Contracts, contingent upon funds being appropriated by the Legislature or otherwise being made available. In the event funds are not appropriated or otherwise available for these services or goods, this Purchase Order/Contract becomes void and of no effect after June 30. 

5. Payment may only be made after the delivery and acceptance of goods or services. 

6. Interest may be paid for late payment in accordance with the West Virginia Code. 

7. Nicholas County Schools is exempt from Federal and State taxes and will not pay or reimburse such taxes. 

8. Any additional taxes or fees must be disclosed and included in quoted prices.

9. The Purchasing Director may cancel any Purchase Order/Contract upon 30 days written notice to the seller. 

10. The laws of the State of West Virginia and Policy 8200 shall govern all rights and duties under the Contract, including without limitation the validity of this Purchase Order/Contract. 

11. Any reference to automatic renewal is hereby deleted. The Contract may be renewed for two additional years only upon mutual written agreement of the parties. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS

1. Bids are to be received in the form of sealed bids at the Nicholas County Schools Board Office located at 400 Old Main Drive, Drive Summersville, WV 26651, with 3 (three) paper copies and 1 (one) electronic copy (CD or flash drive).  Address all proposals to the attention of “Technology” with “E-Rate Sealed Bid” noted on the exterior of the envelope. Bids are due by noon on the day of bid opening.


2. Bids will be publicly opened at the Nicholas County Board of Education, 400 Old Main Drive, Drive Summersville, WV 26651, at 2:00 p.m. on February 13, 2024.

3. Any and all bids may be rejected if there is a sound documented reason.


4. An approved purchase order is required before the merchandise or service is ordered.

5. SPECIFICATIONS: Items offered must be in compliance with the specifications. Any deviation from the specifications must be clearly indicated by the bidder. Alternates offered by the bidder as “equal to” the specifications must be clearly defined. A bidder offering an alternate should attach complete specifications and literature to the bid. The Purchasing Director may waive minor deviations to specifications. 

6. A quotation response must be provided that includes and identifies any installation costs, other non-recurring costs, monthly recurring charges, taxes and fees by location for each speed requested.  The provided Form W-9, Purchasing Affidavit, No Debt Affidavit, Agreement Addendum (WV-96), and the Vendor Information Sheet must also be completed and enclosed.

7. Unit prices shall prevail in case of discrepancy. 

8. The vendor must clearly instruct on the bid document if the vendor wishes to have the payment sent to a different "remit to" address other than the address on this document. 
CERTIFICATION OF NON-CONFLICT OF INTEREST

According to W. Va. Code §61-10-15, It shall be unlawful for any member of a county commission, overseer of the poor, district school officer, secretary of a board of education, supervisor or superintendent, principal or teacher of public schools, or any member of any other county or district board, or for any county or district office to be or become pecuniarily interested, directly or indirectly, in the proceeds of any contract or service, or in furnishing any supplies in the contract for, or the awarding or letting of, which as such member, officer, secretary, supervisor, superintendent, principal, or teacher, he/she may have any voice, influence or control.


2024 NICHOLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS WAN RFP 
SCOPE OF WORK

The Nicholas County Board of Education is soliciting a Request for Proposal for the installation of Wide Area Network service commencing with E-rate funding year 2024 as indicated below.  The existing WAN contract expires on June 30, 2024.  The Board reserves the right to modify the project as deems necessary.  This RFP and the winning bidder’s response shall become an integral part of the resultant contract.  The project must include termination of each circuit at a switch or media converter owned and maintained by the vendor at each termination location MDF (Nicholas County School District buildings).

The proposal shall include initial installation (non-recurring charges) and monthly recurring service charges that shall be priced separately for each service location.  

Any questions related to the technical aspects of this document should be directed to nicholas.2024@naa.com.

	●	The vendor must quote a turn-key solution that will be installed, tested, fully operational, and accepted by Nicholas County Schools within ninety (90) days after issue of purchase order. This should occur to start services by July 1, 2024. Billing should only begin once all circuits have successfully completed testing and turn-up.

	●	In case of service interruption, the vendor must include in their quoted service price a four-hour “back in service” response time from the time of notification by an authorized Nicholas County Schools representative during regular business hours.  

	●	The vendor must include an explanation of the capabilities of their centralized network testing, trouble correction system, and procedures utilized during the service outage. In addition, the vendor must allow the Nicholas County Schools representative to monitor the utilization of bandwidth and traffic flow at all switch ports at the NOC through a web interface. Please provide screen shots of the interface.

	●	All circuits in this RFP response will transport full quoted bandwidth for Nicholas County Schools use only.

	●	Preference may be given to the provider who can offer county-wide services via a turn-key WAN proposal rather than via subcontracting services or lease/resale. Please specify in detail the extent if any of services that are intended to be provided by a subcontractor or through lease/resale.

	●    Nicholas County School District reserves the right to award to multiple vendors, selecting portions of the vendors’ solutions best suitable for County’s needs. Nicholas County School District reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids and waive minor informalities.

	● 	Vendors must include a copy of their service agreement with their proposal.  

	●	Proposed pricing shall be provided for a one-, three-, and five-year term commencing July 1, 2024, with an option for two 1-year signed, voluntary, renewals. Vendor’s contract must include a fiscal year funding-out clause. Vendor must agree to sign contract agreement addendum. (See Attachment A)


	●	Nicholas County School District will select the most cost effective, most qualified, and most responsive and responsible bidders when making the award.  The evaluation of each proposal will have the heaviest weight assigned to price (complete installation costs, all other one-time costs, and monthly recurring costs for a period of the contract duration).  Evaluation may also be based on, but not limited to, prior experience of Nicholas County School District with the respondent, technical capability and quality of work performed in other networks, and qualification of personnel.  Additional evaluation criteria may include the ability of the vendor to deliver a complete array of optional data transfer rates, the ability to provide a turn-key solution, and the ability of the district to monitor bandwidth usage and traffic flow through a web portal.  The District reserves the right to use additional criteria as needed.

	●	The winning vendor will be required to have or obtain a SPIN number before the start of service and submit a Service Provider Invoice Form directly to USAC pursuant to E-rate procedures established by the federal government. The winning vendor will be required to comply with all applicable E-rate rules and regulations.

· The vendor must sign a Purchasing Policies and Procedures for local Education Agencies Agreement Addendum which will be sent to the vendor upon selection.  This document notifies vendors of State laws and procedures. See Attachment A.

	●	The vendor shall provide a physical and logical Network Drawing of proposed network in Visio format and PDF format.

CIRCUIT SPECIFICATIONS

●	One 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, or 10 Gb/s connection from either the NOC at 400 Old Main Drive, Summersville WV, or vendors Hub, to the Southern POP, 1900 Kanawha Blvd E, Building 6 in Charleston, WV 25305.  Please provide separate pricing for all options.

	●	If the vendor provides a hub in their network, each circuit shall also have an appearance at the Nicholas County Board of Education (NOC) location at a quoted bandwidth.

	●	The vendor may place their hub at the Nicholas County Board of Education, or their own NOC, utilizing their own core switch and then each circuit will be provided to the Nicholas County Board of Education at its specified speed.

	●	Minimum 1 Gb/s, 2 Gb/s, 3 Gb/s, 5 Gb/s, 7 Gb/s, or 10 Gb/s connection from all schools and NIFs listed below to the Nicholas County Board of Education or a hub.  Please provide separate pricing for each option at each location.

	●	Nicholas County Schools reserves the right to change any circuit to any speed specified in this RFP and in the vendor’s response any time during the life of the contract with a 30 day notice to the vendor. All quoted transfer rates will be available for the life of the contract.

	●	If a facility of the Board should close, Nicholas County Board of Education reserves the right to cancel or relocate a circuit without termination charges or penalties during the course of the contract.


Please provide pricing for EACH option at EACH location on the following list of Nicholas County School District locations requiring service.

	Entity Name
	Address
	SPEED

	BIRCH RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	379 Birch River Road
	Birch River
	1G to 5G

	BOARD OFFICE (Nicholas Co NOC)
	400 Old Main Dr
	Summersville
	1G to 5G

	CHERRY RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	190 Riverside Dr
	Richwood
	1G to 5G

	GAULEY RIVER ELEMENTARY
	100 School Street
	Craigsville
	1G to 5G

	GLADE CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	7950 Webster Road
	Summersville
	1G to 5G

	MOUNT LOOKOUT ELEMENTARY SCH
	1945 Mt. Lookout Road
	Mount Lookout
	1G to 5G

	MOUNT NEBO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	Po Box 160
	Mount Nebo
	1G to 5G

	NICHOLAS CO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
	30 Grizzly Road
	Summersville
	1G to 5G

	PANTHER CREEK ELEMENTARY SCH
	10068 Canvas Nettie Road
	Nettie
	1G to 5G

	RICHWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL
	16414 Webster Road
	Craigsville
	1G to 5G

	SUMMERSVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	108 Mckees Creek Road
	Summersville
	1G to 5G

	ZELA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	165 Country Rd
	Summersville
	1G to 5G

	TO WVNET
	1900 Kanawha Blvd E, Building 6
	 Charleston
	5G to 10G


 


NICHOLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS
VENDOR INFORMATION SHEET FOR SEALED BID SUBMITTAL
WIDE AREA NETWORK RFP
BID OPENING FEBRUARY 13, 2024 AT 2:00 P.M.



VENDOR NAME:   ___________________________________

VENDOR ADDRESS:   ______________________________________

		           ______________________________________

REMITTANCE ADDRESS:  ___________________________________

			     ___________________________________

CONTACT NAME:   _________________________________

CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:   _________________________

CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:   _______________________________

Please mark or initial to affirm that the following required information is enclosed in response to the Wide Area Network Request for Proposal for Nicholas County Schools:

	____	Detailed Quotation Response with monthly recurring and non-recurring charges        
                           by location for each speed requested.

	____	Completed W-9 Form

	____	Completed No Debt Affidavit

	____	Completed Agreement Addendum (Form WV-96)

I agree to comply with the terms and stipulations included in the Wide Area Network Request for Proposal for Nicholas County Schools.  This company is eligible to provide services through the e-rate program.

AUTHORIZED COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE:  ______________________________

PRINTED NAME OF AUTHORIZED COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE:  __________________________

[image: ]

[image: ]
ATTACHMENT A

[image: ]


No Debt Affidavit
Instructions

The No Debt Affidavit is administered in accordance with the West Virginia Code, §5A-3-10A. 

According to the statute, no contract or renewal of any contract may be awarded under this article to any vendor or prospective vendor when the vendor or prospective vendor or a related party to the vendor or prospective vendor is a debtor as defined in this section and the debt owed is an amount greater than $1,000 in the aggregate. 
AFFIDAVIT

West Virginia Code §5A-3-10a states: 

No contract or renewal of any contract may be awarded under this article to any vendor or prospective vendor when the vendor or prospective vendor or a related party to the vendor or prospective vendor is a debtor as defined in this section and the debt owed is an amount greater than five thousand dollars in the aggregate. 

Definitions: 

"Debt" means any assessment, penalty, fine, tax or other amount of money owed to the state because of a judgment, fine, permit violation, license assessment, penalty or other assessment presently due and required to be paid to the state or any of its political subdivisions, including any interest or additional penalties accrued thereon; 

"Debtor" means any individual, corporation, partnership, association, limited liability company or any other form or business association owing a debt to the state or any of its political subdivisions; 

"Related party" means a party, whether an individual, corporation, partnership, association, limited liability company or any other form or business association or other entity whatsoever related to any vendor by blood, marriage, ownership or contract through which the party has a relationship of ownership or other interest with the vendor, so that the party will actually or by effect receive or control a portion of the benefit, profit or other consideration from performance of a vendor contract with the party receiving an amount that meets or exceeds five percent of the total contract amount. 

Exception: 

The prohibition does not apply where a vendor has contested any tax administered pursuant to chapter eleven of the West Virginia Code, worker's compensation premium, permit fee or environmental fee or assessment, and the matter has not become final, or where the vendor has entered into a payment plan or agreement and the vendor is not in default of any of the provisions of such plan or agreement. 

Under penalty of law for false swearing (West Virginia Code §61-5-3), it is hereby certified that the bidder and all related parties do not owe any debts or, if a debt is owed, that the provisions of the exception clause (above) apply. 

Vendor's Name:

Authorized Signature: 	_____________________________________	Date:    ___________________
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
ADDENDUM TO VENDOR'S STANDARD CONTRACTUAL FORMS

State Agency, Board, or Commision (he “Sal”):
Vendor

ContractLease Nusmber (“Contract):
CommodityService:

The Stat and the Vendorar ntering ntothe Contact denified above. The Vendor desirs to incorporae one or more forms it created
it the Contrct. Vendor's orm(s), however,inlude(s) o or more contractualterms and conditions tht the Stae cannot o il not
sccepl. In consideration orthe Sate'sincorporating Vendor's orm() into the Contract, the Vendor oters nto this Addendum which
specifically eliminate o alers the legl enforceability of cerain ters an conditions Conained in Vendor's form(s). Therefore, o
the date shown below each signature in, te paris agree to the following contrsctal terms and conditions in ths Addendum arc
dominate over any competing terms made part ofthe Contrct:

1. ORDER OF PRECEDENCE: This Addendum moifies nd supersedes anything contaned on Vendor's form(s) whether o not
they are submitted befor orafte thesigning ofthis Addendum. TN THE EVENT OF ANY CONFLICT BETWEEN VENDOR'S
FORM(S) AND THIS ADDENDUM, THIS ADDENDUM SHALL CONTROL.

2. PAYMENT - Peyments fo godsiervices will be made in anears only upon recspt of 3 proper nvoie, detling the
soodsrvices providd o rceiptof e godsfcvice,whichver s e, Notwiltanding th forcgims, payments o sovare
Tcenss, subserpicns,ormaitenanc may bo pad soaly i avance.

Any langunge imposing any et o charges e 0 e payment s deleted.

3. FISCAL YEAR FUNDING — Perormanceof s Coirac i contngd upon s being aproprised by the WY Legilre
orthewjse being avalbl o tis Contact T th oventfnds e ot apropriaed o otherwseavailale the Contact becanes
of o cffct and s mul and void fe June 30 ofthe curnt fscal year: it oocurs, the Stae may noiy th Vendo i am

allemative source of fnding has bocn obiained and thrcby avoid the automatc termination. Non-approprigion o non-funding.
Shal ot be considered anevent o defult

4. RIGHT TO TERMINATE — The Stat rscrves the right to terminate this Contzactupon thirty (30) days wriien nofie 1 the
‘Vendor. Ifthis ight i excise, the State agrees 10 pay he Vendeor only for al undisputed services rendered or goods reeived
beforetheterminaton’s effectve dat. Al provisions re deleted that sock o requir the Siat o (1) compensate Veandor, in whole
orin par,for lost pofit, (2) pay 8 temination e, o (3) py liquicated damages ifth Contract s terminated carly.

Any Tanguage scking to aceslrate paymens n the event of Contract ermination, defaul, o non-unding i breby deletod.

'DISPUTES — Any language binding the Stat 1 any arbitaton or t the decision of any asbitration boar, commisson, panl or
therenty s deletd; s isany rquirement 0 waive jury trial

Any lenguage rquiring or peritin disputs under tis Contrac o be esolved n the cours of any state oher then th State of
West Virgina s deleed. Al legal acions for damages brought by Vendor against the Stat shll be brought in the West Virginia
(Claims Commission. Othercausesafaction must be broughtn the West Virgini court authorized by statut to exercsejuisdicton
overit

Any language requiing the State 0 agree o, orbe subject 0, any fort of equitable relef notauthorized by the Consttation orlaws
of Stste of West Virgnia i dected.

6. FEES OR COSTS: Any language obligating th Stae o pay costs ofcollecion, court cots, or aorney’s fes,unless ardered by,
= court of competent jurisdicton s deleted.

7. GOVERNING LAW — Any language requiring the applicaton of the law of any state olher than the State of West Vi
interpeting or enforcing the Contrac s delted. The Conractshll be governad by th laws of the st of West Virgiis.

8. RISK SHIFTING ~ Any provision requiring the State t bear the st ofal or  mority of busness/legal isks associted with
s Contruct, o indernniy the Vendor, o hold the Vendor or a thid pary harmless forany ac o amission i hereby deltd.

5. LIMITING LIABILITY — Any language limiting the Vendor'slsilty fo direc damages  person or poperty i deeted.

10. TAXES — Any provisons requiring the Sae 0 pay Federal, Sate or Ioca txes r file tax returns or eports on behalf of Vendor
are doletod. The State il upon request, rovide  tax exempt certifiat t confim s ax xemmpt sats.

11, NO WAIVER - Any provision requiing the Sa t walve any rghts, claims o definses s hercby delted
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12. STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS  Any clauses imiting th im in which the Ststc may bring sut againt the Vendor o any other
hird party ar delted

13. ASSIGNMENT — The Vendor agrees not 1o asign the Contract 1 any person o enity without the Sat’s prior writen conser,
‘which will ot be unrasonably delae or denjed. The State reserves the right o assign this Contrct o another State agency,
board or commission upon thirty (30) days writen ot o the Vendor. These estrictions do not spply to the payments made by
the Stae. Any asigament will ot bcorne ffetive and binding upon th Stae unil the St isnotficd of the asignment, and
the Sate and Vendor execute change orde 0 the Conract

16, RENEWAL — Any langusge that secks to automatically renew, modify, or extend the Contract beyond the inial term or
automatically continue the Contract peiod from term to term is deleted. The Contract may be renewed or continued only upon
mutual written agreement of the Pates.

15. INSURANCE — Any provision requiing the Stae t0 maistain any type o insurance fo ither s o the Vendar's benefi i dleod.

16. RIGHT TO REPOSSESSION NOTICE — Any provision fo repossession of equipment without ntice s hersby delted.
However, the State does recognize  rightof repossssion withnotice.

17. DELIVERY - Alldeliveres unde th Contrac will be FOR destination unessthe Stte expressly and knowingly agrees tberwise.
Any contrary delivery terms are hercby deleted.

15. CONFIDENTIALITY - Any provisions regaring, confidenil reament or non-dislosure of th terms and condions of the
‘Contract are hereby delted. Stat conracs are public records under he West Virgina Freedom of nformation Act (‘FOIA™) (.
Va. Code §29Ba-1, et seq. and public procurement s, This Contrct and othe publc ecords may be disclosed witbout notice
o the vendor a the Sate's sole disreton.

Any provisions regading confidentiaity or on-discosure relied o conract performance are only efecive (0 the xten they are
consistent with FOLA and incorporated int the Contractthrough  separaely approved and signcd non-disclosure greement.

19, THIRD-PARTY SOFTWARE — I this Contractcontemplate o requies the us of third-party software, the vendor represents
that none of the mandatory click-hrough, unsigned, or web-linked terms and condition presenied o required before using such
hinarty software onflctwithany erm of this Addendum o hat s has the authority to modifysuch hird-parey sofoware's terms
and conditions t be subordinste o his Addendum. The Vendor shal indemsify and defend the State against al claims resling
rom an asserton that such third-pary tems and condiions ar ot inaceord with, or subordinate o, this Addendum.

20. AMENDMENTS — The partes agree that a arendmens, modifications,aterations o changes  the Contrac shal be by mutual
sgzeement, i writng and signed by both partc. Any language o the conrary i deeted
‘Notwitstanding the foregoing, this Addendum can only be amended by (1) identifying the alcrations o his form by using Falcs
0 idenify anguage being addd and ssketbough for anguage being delte (4o ot use track-changes) and (2) having th Office:
ofthe West Virgina Atiorney Genera's authoized epresentative expressly agree (o and knowingy pprove those ltration.

State: Vendor:

B By:
Printed Name: _ Printed Name:

Tite: Tide: S
Date: Date:
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