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The Amherst County Public Schools will accept proposals until, but no later than 2:00 p.m., January 27, 2022 for the Provision and Installation of Internet and WAN Service.

1.0	GENERAL INFORMATION

The Amherst County Schools require Fiber-Based WAN Services at twelve (12) building locations.  This service has been provided by contract to ten (10) of those locations by contract for the past 20 years, with five (5) year term contracts that have been established through procurement.  It is now time to establish another five (5) year term contract, commencing July 1, 2022.

2.0	SCOPE OF REQUESTED SERVICES

2.1	Proposals are requested for lit fiber-based, Internet Access and WAN service to twelve (12) building locations, with transmission speeds ranging from 1 GB to 10 GB.

2.2       See attached network diagram (Attachment A) and locations.

1.   Amherst County School Administration Building
153 Washington Street
Amherst, VA 24521

2.   Temperance Elementary School
1981 Lowesville Rd. Amherst, VA 24521

3.   Amherst Elementary School
156 Davis St. Amherst, VA 24521

4.   Amelon Elementary School
132 Amer Court
Madison Heights, VA 24572

5.   Amherst Middle School
165 Gordon’s Fairground Rd
Amherst, VA 24521

6.   Amherst County Transportation and Maintenance Building
603 Union Hill Rd. Amherst, VA 24521

7.   Amherst Education Center
219 Trojan Rd
Madison Heights, VA 24572

8.   Central Elementary School
575 Union Hill Rd
Amherst, VA 24521

9.   Madison Heights Elementary School
287 Learning Lane
Madison Heights, VA 24572

10. Monelison Middle School – The Internet connection location
257 Trojan Rd
Madison Heights, VA 24572

11. Elon Elementary School
147 Younger Dr
Madison Heights, VA 24572

12. Amherst County High School
139 Lancer Lane
Amherst, VA 24521

2.3	Proposals shall include all construction and related costs associated with building penetrations.

2.4	Proposers shall provide evidence that they are:

A.	An E-rate eligible service provider with an updated SPAC.
B.	Have authority to transact business in the Commonwealth of Virginia. C.	Have ability to have service available no later than July 1, 2022, as
described.
D.	Can provide at least three (3) local references, or state, if local is not available, for services similar to those specified.
E.	Experienced with the services, as described.

2.5	Proposers shall provide the following certifications:

A.	Vendor acknowledges that the implementation of the Contract Documents requires Vendor, Vendor’s employees or other persons that will provide services under this Contract to have direct contact with Amherst County Public Schools students.  Therefore, Vendor hereby certifies that neither Vendor, any of Vendor’s employees, nor any person that will provide services under the Contract Documents, who will have direct contact with students on school property during regular school hours or during school- sponsored activities, has been convicted of a felony or any offense involving the sexual molestation of physical or sexual abuse or rape of a child.

B.	Vendor understands that, pursuant to Code of Virginia §22.1296.1 making a materially false statement regarding offenses which are required to be included in the certification referenced above is a Class I misdemeanor and, upon conviction, the fact of such conviction shall be grounds for the revocation of the contract to provide such services and, when relevant, the revocation of any license required to provide such services.   Amherst County Public Schools shall not be liable for materially false statements regarding the certifications required under the Contract Documents.

C.	The Vendor shall execute and deliver to the Board upon execution of the Contract Documents the CERTIFICATION OF NO CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN attached hereto as Attachment # 1.

3.0	PRE-PROPOSAL MEETING

There is a mandatory pre-proposal meeting scheduled for 10:00 AM, January 13, 2022 at the Amherst County Administration Building,   Administration Conference Room, 153
Washington Street, Amherst, Virginia 24521.   Site visits will be scheduled and are required  for  prospective  proposers  who  are  unfamiliar  with  the  area.    If  you  have questions  or  need  further  directions,  please  contact  the  Amherst  County Purchasing Office, at Telephone: 434-946-9308.

Proposals will only be accepted from firms represented at the pre-proposal meeting.

4.0	CONTACT PERSON
4.1	Technical questions regarding the requested services should be directed to: Joe Goldman, Supervisor of Technology for Amherst County Schools
Telephone:  434-847-4210
E-mail:  jgoldman@amherst.k12.va.us

4.2	All questions regarding this procurement process shall be directed to:

David Proffitt, Purchasing Agent
P O Box 390
Amherst, VA 24521
Telephone:  434-946-9308
E-mail:  drproffitt@countyofamherst.com

5.0	PROPOSAL ISSUING AND CLOSING

5.1	Proposal Issuing Date:  December 21, 2021

5.2	Proposal Closing Date:  2:00 PM, January 27, 2022

6.0	PAYMENT

Payment shall be made on a monthly basis subject to satisfactory job performance and submission of an itemized invoice.

7.0	INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

7.1	Consultant's Insurance Requirements for Contracts

The Consultant shall be responsible for its work and every part thereof, and for all materials, tools, equipment, appliances, and property of any and all description used in connection therewith.  The Consultant assumes all risk of direct and indirect damage of injury to the property or persons used or employed on or in connection with the work contracted for, and of all damage or injury to any person or property wherever located, resulting from any action, omission, commission or operation under the Contract.

7.2	The Consultant and all sub-consultants shall, during the continuance of all work under the Contract, provide the following:

A.	Maintain Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability to protect the Consultant from any liability or damages for any injuries (including death and disability) to any and all of its employees, including any and all liability or damage which may arise by virtue of any statute or law in force within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

B.	The  Consultant  agrees  to  maintain  Comprehensive  General  Liability Insurance to protect the Consultant, and the interest of the County, its officers, and employees, against any and all injuries to third parties, including bodily injury and personal injury, wherever located, resulting from any action or operation under the Contract or in connection with the contracted work.  The General Liability Insurance shall also include the Broad Form Property Damage Endorsement, in addition to coverages for explosion, collapse, and underground hazards, where required.

C.	The   Consultant   agrees   to   maintain   owned,   non-owned,   and   hired Automobile  Liability  Insurance,  covering  all  owned,  non-owned, borrowed, lease, or rented vehicles operated by the Consultant.

D.	The Consultant agrees to maintain Professional Liability against any and all  Wrongful  Acts  resulting  from  any  action  or  operation  under  the Contract or in connection with the contracted work.

7.3	The Consultant agrees to provide the above-referenced policies with the following limits.  Liability insurance limits may be arranged by General, Automobile, and Professional Liability Policies for the full limits required, or by a combination of

underlying policies for lesser limits with the remaining limits provided by an
Excess or Umbrella Liability Policy:

A.  Worker's Compensation: Coverage A:	Statutory Coverage B:	$100,000

B.  General Liability:

Per Occurrence:                                        $1,000,000
Personal/Advertising Injury:                    $1,000,000
General Aggregate:                                  $2,000,000
Products/Completed Operations              $2,000,000 Aggregate
Fire Damage Legal Liability                    $   100,000

Coverage should be on a Per Project Basis

C.  Automobile Liability:
Combined Single Limit:                           $1,000,000

D.  Professional Liability:
Per Occurrence:                                        $1,000,000
General Aggregate:                                  $1,000,000

7.4	The following provisions shall be agreed to by the Consultant:

A. No change, cancellation, or non-renewal shall be made in any insurance coverage without a thirty (30) day written notice to the County.   The Consultant shall furnish a new certificate prior to any change or cancellation date.  The failure of the Consultant to deliver a new and valid certificate will result in suspension of all payments until the new certificate is furnished.

B.  Liability Insurance "Claims Made" basis:

If the liability insurance purchased by the Consultant has been issued on a “claims  made”  basis,  the  Consultant  must  comply  with  the  following additional conditions.  The limits of liability and the extensions to be included as described previously in these provisions, remain the same.  The Consultant must either:

1.	Agree  to  provide  certificates  of  insurance  evidencing  the  above coverages for a period of two (2) years after final payment for the Contract for General Liability Policies and five (5) years for Professional Liability Policies.   This certificate shall evidence a “retroactive date” no later than the beginning of the Consultant's work under this Contract, or


2.	Purchase the extended reporting period endorsement for the policy or policies in force during the term of this Contract and evidence the purchase of this extended reporting period endorsement by means of a certificate of insurance or a copy of the endorsement itself.

C.  The Consultant must disclose the amount of deductible/self-insured retention applicable to the General Liability, Automobile Liability, and Professional Liability Policies, if any.  The County reserves the right to request additional information to determine if the Consultant has the financial capacity to meet its  obligations  under  a  deductible/self-insured  plan.    If  this  provision  is utilized, the Consultant will be permitted to provide evidence of its ability to fund the deductible/self-insured retention.

D. The Consultant agrees to provide insurance issued by companies admitted within the Commonwealth of Virginia, with the Best's Key Rating of at least A:VI.

European markets, including those based in London, and the domestic surplus lines market that operate on a non-admitted basis, are exempt from this requirement, provided that the Consultant's broker can provide financial data to establish that a markets' policyholder surpluses are equal to or exceed the surpluses that correspond to Best's A:VI Rating.

E.  The Consultant will provide an original signed Certificate of Insurance and such endorsements as prescribed herein.  Each certificate shall include the Contract name and number.

The Consultant will provide, on demand, certified copies of all insurance coverages related to the Contract within ten (10) business days of demand by the County.   These certified copies will be sent to the County from the Consultant's insurance agent or representative.  Any request made under this provision will be deemed confidential and proprietary.

F. The County, its officers and employees shall be named as an "additional insured" on the Automobile, General Liability Policies and it shall be stated on the Insurance Certificate with the provision that this coverage "is primary to all other coverage the County may possess."  (Use "loss payee" where there is an insurable interest.)

G.  Compliance by the Consultant with the foregoing requirements as to carrying insurance shall not relieve the Consultant of its liabilities provisions of the Contract.

7.5	Contractual and other liability insurance provided under this Contract shall not contain a supervision, inspection, or engineering services (applies only to the

professional  liability requirements) exclusion  that  would  preclude the  County from  supervising  and/or  inspecting  the  project  as  to  the  end  result.    The Consultant shall assume all on-the-job responsibilities as to the control of persons directly employed by it.

7.6	Precaution shall be exercised at all times for the protection of persons (including employees) and property.

7.7	The Consultant is to comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970, Public Law 91-956, as it may apply to this Contract.

7.8	Any loss insured under Subparagraph 7.2.D. is to be adjusted with the County and made payable to the County as trustee for the requirements of any applicable mortgagee clause.

7.9	The Consultant agrees to waive all rights of subrogation against the County, its officers, employees, and agents.

8.0	GENERAL CONDITIONS

8.1	It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  proposer  to  inquire  about  and  clarify  any requirements of this request for proposals that is not understood.

8.2	Any  information  relative  to  interpretation  of  these  specifications  shall  be requested in writing to the Amherst County Purchasing Office within five (5) working days of the date set for the opening of proposals.

8.3	Any interpretation made to a prospective proposer will be expressed in the form of an addendum to the specifications which will be sent to all prospective proposers no later than three (3) working days before the date set for proposal opening.  Oral answers will not be authoritative.

8.4	No protests regarding the validity or appropriateness of the specifications or of the request for proposals will be considered, unless the protest is filed in writing with the County Purchasing Agent prior to the closing date for proposals.

8.5	Each Service Company, by the submission of a proposal, agrees to each term and condition herein set forth and certifies that it meets each criteria in the Invitation package and agrees to be bound thereby.

8.6	Any proposal which is incomplete, conditional or obscure, or which contains irregularities of any kind, may be cause for rejection.

8.7	For the protection of the Amherst County Schools, the right is reserved to accept or reject any or all proposals, to consider the competency and responsiveness of all Service Companies, and to use any information deemed necessary to establish

the ability of any Service Company to satisfactorily perform all conditions of the agreement.

8.8	The service provider shall provide evidence of a current business license, as required.

8.9	During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees as follows:

A.	The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, religion, color, sex, or national origin, age, disability or any other basis prohibited by state law relating to discrimination in employment, except where there is a bona fide occupational qualification reasonably necessary to the normal operation of the contractor.   The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to employees  and applicants for employment, notices setting forth the provisions of this nondiscrimination clause.

B.	The contractor in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on behalf of the contractor will state that such contractor is an equal opportunity employer.

C.	Notices,  advertisements,  and  solicitations  placed  in  accordance  with federal law, rule, or regulation shall be deemed sufficient for the purpose of meeting the requirements of this section.

D.	The Contractor will include the provisions of the foregoing paragraphs A, B, and C in every sub-contract or purchase order over $10,000 so that the provisions will be binding upon each sub-contractor or vendor.

8.10	Drug-Free Workplace

During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees to:

A.	Provide a drug-free workplace for the contractor’s employees.

B.	Post  in  conspicuous  places  available  to  employees  and  applicants  for employment, a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, sale, distribution, dispensation, possession or use of a controlled substance or marijuana is prohibited in the contractor’s workplace, and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violations of such prohibitions.

C.	State in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on behalf  of  the  contractor  that  the  contractor  maintains  a  drug-free workplace.

D.	Include the provisions of the foregoing clauses in every subcontract or purchase order of over $10,000 so that the provisions will be binding upon each subcontractor or vendor.

E.	For the purposes of this section, “drug-free workplace” means a site for the performance of work done in connection with a specific contract awarded to a contractor in accordance with this chapter, the employees of whom are prohibited from engaging in the unlawful manufacture, sale, distribution, dispensation, possession or use of any controlled substance or marijuana during the performance of this contract.

8.11	Payment and Interest

A.  Contractor shall take one of the two following actions within seven days after receipt of amounts paid to him by the County for work performed by a subcontractor under the Agreement:

1.   Pay the subcontractor for the proportionate share of the total payment received from the County attributable to the work performed by the subcontractor under the Agreement; or

2.  Notify the County and subcontractor, in writing, of his intention to withhold all or a part of the subcontractor’s payment and the reason for nonpayment.

B. Contractor shall pay interest to the subcontractor on all amounts owed by Contractor  that  remain   unpaid  after  seven   days   following  receipt   by Contractor of payment from the Schools for work performed by the subcontractor under the Agreement, except for amounts withheld as allowed in subsection A.

C. Unless otherwise provided under the terms of this Agreement, interest shall accrue at the rate of one percent per month.

D.  Contractor shall include in each of its subcontracts a provision requiring each subcontractor to include or otherwise be subject to the same payment and interest requirements with respect to each lower-tier subcontractor.

E.  Contractor’s obligation to pay an interest charge to a subcontractor pursuant to the payment clause in this section shall not be construed to be an obligation of the state agency or agency of local government.   No modification to this Agreement shall be made for the purpose of providing reimbursement for the interest charge.  A cost reimbursement claim shall not include any amount for reimbursement for the interest charge.

F.  Contractor  shall  provide  its  federal  employer  identification  number  if  a proprietorship, partnership, or corporation.

8.12	Standards of Contract

The Owner reserves the right to cancel and terminate a contract at any time, without penalty, for unsatisfactory product quality and/or service on the part of the  contract  holder,  in  the  sole  judgment  of  the  Owner,  or  when  Owner determines the cancellation to be in the best interest of the Owner.  Repeated delayed or partial deliveries and returns for inadequate, damaged, or spoiled products shall be interpreted as failure to meet contractual obligations and may cause cancellation of the contract. Upon receipt of notice of termination, the Contractor shall cease all deliveries or services unless advised by the Owner to do otherwise.   In the event of termination, the contractor shall be compensated for those deliveries or services provided to the satisfaction of the Owner as of the date of termination.

8.13	By submission of a proposal, contractor acknowledges it has had the opportunity to raise any questions which they might have had about the solicitation.

8.14	Non-discrimination Statement

In accordance with the Code of Virginia §2.2-4310 and §2.2-4343.1, this public body does not discriminate against faith based organizations or against a proposer or offeror because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age disability, or any other basis prohibited by state law relating to discrimination in employment.

8.15	Modification

Any term or provision submitted as part of your response that in any way attempts to change or modify the term of the contract documents or these contract terms, conditions, and instructions shall be ineffectual, null and void.   In addition, Amherst County Schools may declare a proposal that attempts to do so unresponsive and disqualified, in its sole discretion.  In lieu of declaring the proposal or response disqualified, the Schools shall consider the modifications null and of no effect.

8.16	Assignment

The contractor shall not assign this agreement without the prior written consent of the Amherst County Schools.

8.17	Applicable Laws and Venue

Any contract resulting from any solicitation shall be governed by the laws of the
Commonwealth of Virginia.  Venue for any litigation arising from a solicitation

or resulting contract shall be proper only in Amherst County General District
Court or Amherst County Circuit Court.  The Schools do not agree to arbitration.

8.18	Warranties

All goods and services must be warranted to be Merchantable, fit for usual and ordinary purposes, and to meet usual, ordinary and expected standards.

8.19	Taxes

Amherst County is tax exempt and will not contract to pay taxes.  Any such provision is void and not accepted.

8.20	Compliance With Laws

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws.

8.21	Availability of Funds

Award and contract are conditioned upon appropriation and availability of funds from year to year.  If sufficient appropriation and funding is not available, in the sole judgment of the Schools, the Schools may terminate the contract without penalty, cost, or damage payment.

8.22	License

If in a business or profession required to be licensed by the Commonwealth of Virginia, you must provide your state contractor’s or professional certificate number.

8.23	Indemnity

The contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless the Amherst County School Board, its officers, boards, commissions, agents and employees against any and all claims, demands, causes of action, suits, proceedings, damages, costs or liabilities (including costs or liabilities of the Amherst County School Board with respect to its employees), of every kind and nature whatsoever,  including, but not limited to, damages for injury or death or damages to person or property, regardless of the merit of any of the same, including any attorney fees, accountant fees, expert witness or consultant fees, court costs, per diem, expense  traveling and transportation expense, or other costs or expense arising out of or pertaining to the performance of the Agreement by contractor unless resulting from the sole negligence of the Amherst County School Board or its officers, boards, commissions, agents or employees.

In any litigation between the parties the contractor shall be responsible for and pay any and all expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, incurred by the Amherst County School Board if the outcome of the litigation is not favorable to the Amherst County School Board.

8.24	Payment Terms

Unless otherwise provided in the solicitation, payment will be made thirty (30) days after receipt of a proper invoice, or thirty (30) days after receipt of all goods or acceptance of work, whichever is later.  No interest, late charges, or attorney fees will be paid under any circumstances by the School Board.

8.25	Claim of Breach

In the event Contractor alleges or claims that Owner  is in breach of any provision of the contract the Contractor shall first give notice of the claimed breach to Amherst County Schools in writing with all details.  Copy of the claim shall be sent to the law offices of Overbey, Hawkins, Selz & Wright, P O 38 Rustburg, VA 24588, Attention:  A. David Hawkins.  The Schools shall have 30 days to correct any non-performance without penalty.  If no agreement is reached or non- performance/breach continues after 30 days from receipt of the written notice the Claim Procedure set out herein shall be followed.  Failure to follow the terms hereof shall result in waiver and release of the claim by contractor.

8.26	Claims Procedure

Contractual claims must be submitted to the Amherst County School Board in writing no later than ten (10) days after the time of occurrence of events upon which the claim is based.   The claim shall state that it is a formal claim and provide all facts or justifications with supporting documentation.  The Board will consider all facts provided to it in a format established by the Board and render a decision within sixty (60) days of receipt of the claim.  Failure to act by the Board shall operate to relieve the contractor from the claims procedure and allow the contractor to file suit for relief.

8.27	Severability

In the event that any provision of this document shall be adjudged or decreed to be invalid, such ruling shall not invalidate the entire contract but shall pertain only to the provision in question and the remaining provisions shall continue to be valid, binding, and in full force and effect.

8.28	Required Terms

The terms herein are required to be a part of any contract with the Amherst
County Schools, any school, division, or contract relating to Amherst County

Schools.  Any contractor who receives this document and chooses to offer goods or services agrees to be bound by these terms.  Any term of any contract that attempts to in any way modify any term hereof is void and of no effect unless approved by the school board attorney.

8.29	It is a policy of the Amherst County School Board that tobacco and/or vaping products will not be used on School Board Property.  By submission of a proposal the proposer certifies their agreement to comply with this policy.

8.30	It is a policy of the Amherst County School Board that guns are not allowed on School Property.  By submission of a proposal the proposer certifies that no employee will bring a gun or guns onto Amherst County School Property.

8.31	By submission and signing the proposal document the proposer certifies:

A. That neither he or any employee to be assigned to this project has been convicted of a felony or any offense involving the sexual molestation or physical or sexual abuse or rape of a child.

B. That neither he or any employee to be assigned to this project has been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude.

8.32	This   procurement   is   performed   in   compliance   with   the   Virginia   Public
Procurement Act and the Amherst County Purchasing Manual, adopted January 5,
2021.

9.0	CONTRACTUAL TERMS

9.1	The intended contract term shall be 60 months, subject to the availability of funds. Service provider may, at their discretion, include a clause allowing for any number of extensions of one year each, to be utilized if mutually agreed upon at the expiration of the initial 60-month term.

9.2	Contract shall include a clause allowing for upgrades to speed within the term of the agreed upon five-year contract without affecting terms or altering contract length.

10.0	PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

10.1	Four  (4)  copies  of  each  proposal  must  be  submitted  to  the  Amherst  County Purchasing Office, 153 Washington St., P O Box 390, Amherst, VA 24521 in a sealed envelope or package and marked:   SEALED PROPOSAL NUMBER
16493, DO NOT OPEN, no later than 2:00 PM, January 27, 2022.

10.2	No  proposals  will  be  accepted  after  the  proposal  closing  date.    The  date  of postmark will not be considered.

10.3	Proposals may be withdrawn by written request from the proposer to the County
Purchasing Agent prior to the proposal closing date.


10.4	Proposals   should   be   prepared   simply   and   economically,   providing   a straightforward, concise description of capabilities to satisfy the requirements of the RFP.  Emphasis should be place on completeness and clarity of content.

11.0	PROPOSAL CONTENT

11.1	Proposers should address, but need not be limited to, all performance requirements listed herein with a written proposal, and should not assume that an opportunity will exist to add such matters after the proposal is submitted.

A.	Provide all relevant contact information for your firm.  Also include a list of addresses for your firm's headquarters and field offices in Virginia. Include the date of establishment of your firm in Virginia with brief background information.

B.        Please clearly address each requirement set forth in Section 2.4. A, B, and
C of this Request for Proposals.

C.	Please provide at least three (3) references with contact information, as described in Section 2.4.D of this Request for Proposals.

D.	Please provide a brief narrative, describing your firm’s experience with providing services requested and described in this Request for Proposals.

E.	Please provide a statement acknowledging your firms ability to comply with the required certifications described in Section 2.5 of this Request for Proposals, if awarded the proposed contract.

11.2	Please provide a brief narrative that  explains  your  firm’s  ability  to  provide services needed to all of the Amherst County Public School Building locations by July 1, 2022.  Please state whether your firm currently owns the needed fiber and related infrastructure or will lease infrastructure from others and/or if there is some combination of those arrangements.  Please state data and internet speed to be provided to each location.  Please describe your firm’s upgrade capability.

11.3	Proposed Terms and Conditions are a component of the requirements of this Request for Proposals.  Please address your firm’s intent  to  provide service while outlining terms and conditions in your proposal.

11.4	Please provide a cost breakdown for your proposed services to include: A.	One-time set up costs.

B.	Provide a monthly reoccurring charge for the twelve (12) locations listed on the “Service Order” form, which is the last page of the proposed contract, Attachment B.

C.	The monthly reoccurring costs requested are for a fixed amount for a 60-month term.  We request that the contract allow for voluntary upgrades in service during the term of the contract (without extending the contract). Please provide any alternative proposals that you think may be mutually beneficial that include periodic inflationary adjustments.

11.5	Please note that the network diagram, Attachment A includes twelve building locations.  The Amherst County Public Schools own the access fiber to, two (2) of those locations:   Amherst Education Center and Transportation Maintenance Building.  The current Internet provider provides line monitoring equipment at no cost to the schools.   You are invited to include alternative concepts or value-added services to those requested with the goal of providing more efficient service and lower costs for the required Internet Network.

12.0	PROPOSAL SELECTION PROCESS

12.1	This request for proposals is part of competitive procurement process which helps to serve the best interest of Amherst County.   It also provides firms with a fair opportunity for their services to be considered.   The process of competitive negotiation being used in this case should not be confused with the process of "competitive  sealed bidding".  The later process is usually used where goods or services being purchased can be precisely described and price is usually the sole determining factor.  With competitive negotiation on the other hand, price isn't usually  required  to  be  the  sole  determining  factor,  although  it  may  be,  and Amherst County has the flexibility that it needs to negotiate with one or more firms to arrive at a mutually agreeable relationship.  Offerors are to make written proposals which present the offeror's qualifications and understanding of the work to be performed.  Offeror's are asked to address each evaluation criterion and to be specific in presenting their qualifications.  Our proposal should provide all of the  information  which  you  consider  pertinent  to  your  qualifications  for  this project.

12.2	Oral Presentation/Interviews

Selection shall be made of two (2) or more offerors deemed to be fully qualified and best suited among those submitting proposals, on the basis of the factors involved in the request for proposals.  Negotiations shall then be conducted with each of the offerors so selected.  Price shall be considered, but need not be the sole  determining  factor.    After  negotiations  have  been  conducted  with  each offeror so selected, Amherst County shall select the offeror which, in its' opinion, had made the best proposal and shall award the contract to that offeror.

13.0	PROPOSAL EVALUATION

13.1	Proposals will  be  reviewed  by  key  staff  and  evaluated  on  the  basis  of responsiveness to this request for proposal and the following criteria.

13.2	There will be a point value assigned to each criteria and used as a basis for weighing the value of each.  The maximum points for each criteria are also listed.

	CRITERIA
	
	POINTS

	A.	Firms capability to perform required services.
	
	20

	B.	Experience and References.
	
	10

	C.	Quality of proposed service to be provided.
	
	20

	D.	Understanding and ability to comply with proposed contract offered
and/or exceptions.
	15

	E.	Costs – Including one-time set-up and proposed reoccurring charges.
	25

	F.	Proposed alternative concepts
	
	10

	
	Total
	100



