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Form 470#240001300 
 

George E. Peters Adventist School is currently accepting proposals via this Request for Proposal (RFP) for 

a contract (1-year, 3-year, 5-year) to provide Internet Access.  

The proposer should separate the cost of eligible services/products from non-eligible services/products 

and clearly indicate this separation on the proposal.  

Proposer must be in good standing with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and does not 

have a red-light status. If there is a red-light status, the contract will become null and void without 

penalty to the applicant.  

All proposals and questions must be emailed to Questions and their answers will be posted as an 

addendum attachment on the original FCC Form 470 on the USAC EPC Portal for all vendors to see. 

 

Proposal Submission Guidelines 

General Bidding Information 

All bids submitted for eligible products and services will be carefully considered, with price being the 

primary factor, and the bid selected will be for the most cost-effective service offering consistent with 

§54.511. 

This request for proposal represents the requirements for an open and competitive process. Proposals 

and questions must be submitted via email to ysmith@gepeters.org  . Questions and answers from any 

communications with vendors will be posted as an addendum attachment on the original form 470 on 

the USAC website as clarification for all bidders. To keep the processes moving forward, it is important 

to follow the directions laid out in this proposal. Proposals will be accepted up until The Allowable 

Contract Date. Any proposals received after this date will not be considered. Any amendments to the 

RFP including due date extensions will be publicly posted as an addendum attachment on the original 

form 470 on the USAC website.  

Bids must reference the FCC Form 470 number and bidding vendor’s Service Provider Identification 

Number (SPIN). 

If you are not able to provide the services for which you are bidding to all listed locations, please 

indicate which locations are being bid on your proposal. Preference will be given to vendors who can 

service all listed locations in this RFP and who can also sustain the billing or invoicing gap as cited above. 

mailto:ysmith@gepeters.org
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Proposal Pricing 

Proposals must include SKU, make, model, pricing for eligible licenses, software, installation, testing, 

taxes/fees, and shipping. George E. Peters Adventist School reserves the right to adjust quantities prior 

to purchasing to meet the needs of any school. All costs must be itemized to include an explanation of 

all fees and costs prior to any E-Rate discounts. All taxes and any other associated fees, including sales 

taxes, must be identified separately.  

Bids should provide the “Lowest Corresponding Price” it is the lowest price that a service provider 

charges to non-residential customers who are similarly situated to a particular school, library, or library 

consortium for similar services. Any requested equipment/service quantities are “up to” and purchased 

as needed over the life of the contract. See 47 C.F.R. § 54.500. 

Service providers cannot charge applicants a price above the LCP for E-Rate program services. See 47 

C.F.R. § 54.511(b). 

Vendor Requirements  

Vendor references should be provided upon request.  

All bidding vendors must be registered with USAC and have a valid Service Provider Identification 

Number (SPIN).  

Bidders must agree to comply with the rules and regulations of USAC and the E-Rate program. Please 

visit https://www.usac.org/e-rate/service-providers/ for more information regarding E-Rate rules and 

process. 

Bidders must include SPIN Number on contracts for requested services with their response. 

Bidders must be familiar with the billing methods and timelines specified by USAC. Bidders must 

acknowledge and therefore be able to process E-Rate reimbursements via the SPI methodology as well 

as keep track of running total of received E-Rate SPI discounts per school or NIF. 

Gift restrictions. (1) Subject to paragraphs (d)(3) and (4) of this section, an eligible school, library, or 

consortium that includes an eligible school or library may not directly or indirectly solicit or accept any 

gift, gratuity, favor, entertainment, loan, or any other thing of value from a service provider participating 

in or seeking to participate in the schools and libraries universal service program. No such service 

provider shall offer or provide any such gift, gratuity, favor, entertainment, loan, or other thing of value 

except as otherwise provided herein. Modest refreshments not offered as part of a meal, items with 

little intrinsic value intended solely for presentation, and items worth $20 or less, including meals, may 

be offered, or provided, and accepted by any individuals or entities subject to this rule, if the value of these 

items received by any individual does not exceed $50 from any one service provider per funding year.  

National Security Supply Chain Restrictions: Equipment or services produced or provided by a company 

that the FCC has designated as a national security threat to the integrity of communications networks or 

the communications supply chain are not eligible for E-Rate support. 47 CFR § 54.9(a). In addition, 

participants are prohibited from using E-Rate support to purchase, rent, lease, or otherwise obtain any 

covered communications equipment or service, or maintain any covered communications equipment or 

service previously purchased, rented, leased, or otherwise obtained. 47 CFR § 54.10. A list of covered 

https://www.usac.org/e-rate/service-providers/
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communications equipment and services can be found on the FCC’s website at 

https://www.fcc.gov/supplychain/coveredlist  and will be updated to reflect any future determinations. 

Bids that include equipment that was manufactured for use outside of the United States will be 

disqualified. DISQUALIFICATION FACTOR INTERNAL CONNECTIONS: Bids from companies that include 

equipment barred by the Federal Communications Commission due to national security will be 

disqualified. On September 20, 2022, the FCC added equipment and services from two new entities as 

Covered Companies (Pacific Network Corp. and its wholly owned subsidiary ComNet (USA) LLC and China 

Unicom (Americas) Operations Limited) to its list of communications equipment and services that have 

been deemed a threat to national security. Recipients of Universal Service Fund (USF) support may not 

use USF money to buy new equipment or to support or maintain equipment already in inventory from 

companies, their parents, affiliates, and subsidiaries included on the Covered List. 

 

Documentation and Audit Compliance 
§54.516 Auditing and inspections 
 

Service provider shall provide all warranty and product documentation related to products or services 

sold to the applicant.  

Service provider shall retain all documentation related to the purchase and payment, including Forms 

474 and receipt of payment from USAC, for all products and services provided to the applicant. Related 

documentation must be retained for a period of TEN years from the last date of service.  

 If the applicant is audited by the Administrator of the program, the service provider shall fully 

cooperate with the applicant to provide any documentation related to the provision of discounted 

products and services as requested. 

The service provider and/or applicant is solely responsible for verifying the accuracy of information 

submitted to Nexus E-Rate Services, LLC (NESLLC). NESLLC disclaims and makes no warranty, express or 

implied, nor assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the validity, accuracy, correctness, or 

completeness of any information that is provided by the service provider or applicant to NESLLC. 

By submitting bids for NESLLC client schools & libraries, the service provider agrees and understands 

that NESLLC will forward the information to USAC, and the service provider is responsible for verifying 

the accuracy of information submitted to NESLLC.  

Nexus E-Rate Services, LLC shall not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential or 

exemplary damages, including but not limited to, damages for loss of profits, data, or other intangible 

losses (even if NESLLC has been advised of the possibility of such damages), resulting from the service 

provider's non-response or incomplete response and/or the service provider's inaccurate, invalid, 

incorrect, or incomplete provision of information. 

 

 

 

https://www.fcc.gov/supplychain/coveredlist
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Security  

In the event of a security breach, the winning vendor is required to alert George E. Peters Adventist 

School IT as soon as the security breach is confirmed. Early warnings of possible security breaches will 

be treated as highly confidential information when shared with George E. Peters Adventist School IT.  

Insurance 

In addition to your standard general liability insurance as a condition of doing business, George E. Peters 

Adventist School also requires vendors bidding on this project must provide evidence of liability and 

workers comp insurance with this proposal. George E. Peters Adventist School also requires: 

 Cyber insurance: $1,000,000  
 Errors and Omissions insurance: $1,000,000  
 

Reservations 
 
George E. Peters Adventist School reserves the right to: 

 

• Withdraw the RFP at any time, at the school sole discretion. 

• Make an award under the RFP in whole or in part. 

• Disqualify any bidder whose conduct and/or proposal fails to conform to the requirements of 
the RFP. 

• Seek clarifications and revisions of proposals. 

• Amend the RFP specifications to correct errors or oversights, or to supply additional 
information, as it becomes available. 

• Change any of the scheduled dates.  

• Negotiate with the successful bidder within the scope of the RFP in the best interests of the 
school.  

• Utilize any and all ideas submitted in the proposals received. 

• The school reserves the right to terminate any contract and/or agreement even with the 
successful bidder, regardless of USAC’s approval or denial. 
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RFP Will Be Public Posted & Communicated by The School in The USAC EPC 

System. Service Providers MUST submit questions to school by email. Answers will be posted & 

maintained in the USAC EPC System. It is the vendors responsibility to verify FCC Form 470 updates 

made in the EPC. 

X USAC Website (EPC Portal) 

 School Website  

 Local Newspaper 

 Next School Board Meeting  

 School Public Bulletin Board 

 School Social Media  

 

 
Evaluation Process 

 
• Evaluation Criteria is listed below. 

 
• Unit Price Prevails. Where applicable, in the case of discrepancy between the unit price or rate 

and the extension of that unit price or rate, the unit price or rate shall govern. 
 

• Taxes. All applicable taxes in the Offer will be considered by the school when determining the 
lowest Proposal or evaluating Proposals; except when a responsive Offeror which is otherwise 
reasonably susceptible for award is located outside of Arizona and is not subject to a transaction 
privilege or use tax of a political subdivision of this state. In that event, all applicable taxes which 
are the obligation of Offerors in state and out of state, Offerors shall be disregarded in the 
Contract Award. At all times, payment of taxes and the determination of applicable taxes and 
rates are the sole responsibility of the Contractor. Arizona Transaction privilege and use taxes 
shall not be considered when evaluating Offers.  
 

• Late Offers. An Offer submitted after the Allowable Contract Date shall be rejected. 
 

• Disqualification. The Offer of an Offeror who is currently debarred, suspended, or otherwise 
lawfully prohibited from any public procurement activity may be rejected. DISQUALIFICATION 
FACTOR INTERNAL CONNECTIONS: Bids from companies that include equipment barred by the 
Federal Communications Commission due to national security risks (such as ZTE or Huawei) will 
be disqualified. 
 

Factor 
Points 

Available 

Price of Eligible Products and Services 60 

Prior Experience with the Vendor 20 

Vendor References 10 

Flexible Invoicing (SPI / BEAR) 5 

Local or In-State 5 
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Evaluation Process 

George E. Peters Adventist School will award the contract to the responsible service provider who best 

meets the needs of the school. To determine this service provider, George E. Peters Adventist will apply 

the best value concept. 

Evaluation Criteria will include: 

• Purchase price of Erate eligible goods and services. 

• The vendor’s past relationship with the school. 

• Flexible invoicing (SPI/BEAR) 

• Is the Vendor located in or out of state to the school. 
 

Disqualification Criteria 

The following criteria will be used by the school to disqualify a bid 

• Unauthorized Service Provider contact with Applicant. 

• Bid that does not provide definitive costs for the services requested  

• Bid includes generic/encyclopedic price lists and/or solution is proposed by artificial intelligence 

• Bids submitted after the due date. 

• Bids submitted via fax. 

• Lack of Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN). 

• Lack of current FCC Form 473, Service Provider Annual Certification (SPAC) on file with 

• USAC/SLD. 

• FCDC Red-Light Status of Red. 

• Bids from companies that include equipment barred by the Federal Communications 

Commission due to national security will be disqualified. 

 
 

Risk Management 

Risk of Loss. The Contractor shall bear all loss of conforming material covered under this 
Contract until received by authorized personnel at the location designated in the 
purchase order or Contract. Mere receipt does not constitute final acceptance. The risk 
of loss for nonconforming materials shall remain with the Contractor regardless of 
receipt. 

 

Right to Assurance. If the School in good faith has reason to believe that the Contractor 

does not intend to or is unable to perform or continue performing under this Contract, 

the Procurement Officer may demand in writing that the Contractor give a written 

assurance of intent to perform. Failure by the Contractor to provide written assurance 

within the number of days specified in the demand may, at the school’s option, be the 

basis for terminating the Contract under the Uniform Terms and Conditions. 
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NON-DISCLOSURE: The Offeror shall not disclose any information relating to students, 

and employees of Freedom Academy other than such information that may be 

authorized by the individual student or employee. Vendor agrees to indemnify and hold 

harmless Freedom Academy from any damages, claims, liabilities, and costs including 

reasonable attorney fees in the event any unauthorized release of such information 

occurs. 

IRS W-9.  To receive payment under any resulting Contract, Contractor shall have a 
current I.R.S. W-9 Form on file with the school. 
 

 Availability of Funds for the Next Fiscal Year. Funds may not presently be available for 
performance under this Contract beyond the current fiscal year. No legal liability on the 
part of the school for any payment may arise under this Contract beyond the current 
fiscal year until funds are made available for performance of the Contract. The school 
will make reasonable efforts to secure such funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2024 RFP | George E. Peters Adventist School 

Category One Services 

 

SCOPE OF WORK- 

George E. Peters Adventist School is seeking bids for Internet Access and data transmission service.  

Pricing should be included for [1Gbps-5Gbps] increments from the minimum to the maximum 

bandwidths noted above. We are seeing [1,3,5] year contract options. [3 or 5 years] contracts should 

allow for upgrades to quoted bandwidth throughout the terms of the contract. All solutions should 

include installation and initial configuration (if needed), a method to report service outages and receive 

basic technical support without additional service fees, and a service level agreement.  

The cost to provide Internet Access (Bandwidth). Bidder's price shall include the following: 

a. The available bandwidth should be a minimum of 1Gbps.  

b. The service hand-off shall be directly to the Owner's supplied Local Area Network.  

c. All ineligible costs separated. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


