
FY 2027 BECPL Internet RFP


Request for Proposals by:	Buffalo and Erie County Public Library (“BECPL”)
1 Lafayette Square
Buffalo, NY 14203-1887
716-858-8900
BEN: 124851
Associated Form 470: 270003256


Buffalo and Erie County Public Library (“BECPL”) is the main library in Buffalo with 36 branch libraries and two bookmobiles serving Erie County.

FY 2027 Category 1 Internet Requirements:

For the coming E-Rate funding year FY 2027, Buffalo and Erie County Public Library is seeking new contracts for broadband internet access service to its main library (and networked branches). 

Its internet service needs for the main library are as follows:

· Internet access of at least 600 Mbps (upload and download), preferably via a fiber connection, that can be easily upgraded in the future to 1.0-2.0 Gbps  (see bid matrix), to BECPL’s main library:
Buffalo and Erie County Public Library 
1 Lafayette Square
Buffalo, NY 14203-1887

· All solutions must terminate service or infrastructure to an existing network inside of the main library.  Solutions bringing service to the property line, but not inside the main library, are not acceptable.  Respondent must specify the expected demark setup.
· Proposals must include all provider-owned equipment (e.g., routers, NIDs, or other CPE) needed to deliver each circuit to the demarcation point, priced within the quoted NRC/MRC and identified by item.
· BECPL reserves the right to add or remove locations and to increase or decrease bandwidth during the contract term at the unit prices quoted in the vendor's proposal, consistent with E-Rate program rules

Price quotes are requested for 36-month and/or 60-month terms of service. Service is requested to start July 1, 2027, with contract terms aligned with E-Rate funding years.  To the extent new services are not available as of July 1, 2027, BECPL seeks an agreement to provide the existing or equivalent service on a month-to-month interim basis.
· Prices should be all inclusive, including any special construction or non-recurring costs (“NRC”).  
· Prices quoted shall remain fixed for the full initial contract term. Any proposed adjustments within a renewal period must be stated in the proposal.
· Any contract resulting from this RFP is contingent upon approval of E-Rate funding. BECPL may cancel or decline to proceed with any service, without penalty, for which E-Rate funding is not approved.

Bid Submission:

All proposals must be capable of being understood without reference to other documents and must include, at a minimum, the following information:

· Cover letter from Vendor’s authorized representative, including:
· The name and address of the firm submitting the proposal.
· Name of the person(s) authorized to represent the firm during the proposed consultation process.
· Service Provider Identification Number (“SPIN”)
· Completed pricing matrix (Attachment A, 3-Year and/or 5-Year tables), including all estimated taxes and fees.
· Proposed contract and license terms.

Unless extended by an addendum to the RFP, all bids must be submitted by the Allowable Contract Date (“ACD”) of this Form 470. 

Submitted bids should specifically reference Form 470 # 270003256 and be emailed to:

	Tracy Palicki		palickit@buffalolib.org 
	E-Rate Central            whimsworth@e-ratecentral.com


Related Bidding Requirements:

By submitting a bid on the requested services herein, the vendor certifies its proposed prices are consistent with the FCC’s Lowest Corresponding Price (“LCP”) requirements and that its equipment and services are compliant with the FCC Order (FCC 19-121) prohibiting the sale, provision, maintenance, modification, or other support of equipment or services provided or manufactured by Huawei, ZTE, or any other “covered company” deemed a national security threat.

All responding vendors are expected to be a registered vendor with USAC with a Service Provider Identification Number (“SPIN”).   Responding vendors who do not have a USAC issue SPIN must demonstrate reasonable efforts to obtain a SPIN before the close of the FY 2027 Form 471 application window. 

Bidders should agree to provide service provider invoicing (“SPI” billing).


Bid Evaluation Criteria:

All submitted bids will be evaluated based on the following criteria and factor weights:

	% Weight
	Criteria

	55%
	E-Rate eligible recurring and non-recurring costs

	5%
	E-Rate ineligible recurring or one-time costs (if applicable)

	10%
	Complete proposal submission

	10%
	Ability to support requirements of this RFP

	10%
	Proposed contract terms and conditions

	10%
	Previous experience/provider references



· Bids will be compared on a like-term basis;  BECPL may evaluate each term offered separately and select the term and offer that is the most cost-effective.
· In the event of a tie in total score, the bid with the lowest E-Rate eligible cost will be selected.





Attachment A



	Buffalo & Erie County Public Library
Internet Pricing Sheet[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  NRC = Non-recurring one-time charges; MRC = Monthly recurring charges.  Charges noted above must include all fees and/or surcharges] 


	Must be completed by vendor and submitted with the RFP response

	
	
	



	

	

	Unit Prices for Dedicated Internet for BECPL Main Library— 3 Year Contract

	
	
	

	Bandwidth
	E-Rate Eligible NRC
	E-Rate Eligible NRC Taxes and Fees
	E-Rate Eligible MRC
	E-Rate Eligible MRC Taxes and Fees

	600 Mbps
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1 GBPS
	
	
	
	

	2 Gbps
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	Unit Prices for Dedicated Internet for BECPL Main Library— 5 Year Contract

	
	
	

	Bandwidth
	E-Rate Eligible NRC
	E-Rate Eligible NRC Taxes and Fees
	E-Rate Eligible MRC
	E-Rate Eligible MRC Taxes and fees

	600 Mbps
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1 GBPS
	
	
	
	

	2 Gbps
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