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SPECIFICATIONS
  
1. CURRENT WIRED CONNECTIVITY.  SBISD currently utilizes a combination of Aruba layer 2 and layer 3 devices at each location. 
 
2. WIRED INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADE OPTIONS DESIRED UNDER THIS 
PROPOSAL. SBISD seeks proposals from qualified vendors for its layer 2 and layer 3 switch infrastructure upgrade. It is the intention of SBISD to evaluate proposals for equipment to successfully implement a switch upgrade project. SBISD prefers the equipment to be provided by the same manufacturer. SBISD will determine the manufacturer and equipment models which are most desirable and cost-effective for the district. If deemed cost-effective, SBISD will apply for E-rate funding for the selected items and provide a written “Notice to Proceed” to the selected vendor. SBISD will determine the specific equipment make/model, configuration and quantity to purchase once proposals have been evaluated and vendor selected. Per E-rate rules, SBISD will accept proposals for “Aruba” or “functionally equivalent equipment” – vendors should use Pricing Table that is attached in Ion Wave for those submissions.

Specifications: 
 
· Layer 2 / Layer 3 Access Switches – Aruba CX 6300 Series or functionally equivalent
· Switches must support resilient stacking/virtual stacking capabilities suitable for campus access deployments.
· Switch must support multi-gigabit Ethernet for current and future wireless access point connectivity.
· Switch must support IEEE 802.3bz and applicable IEEE 802.3bt PoE standards.
· Switches must support traffic mirroring/SPAN from higher-bandwidth interfaces to lower-bandwidth monitoring interfaces where technically supported.
· Provide 48-port access-switch options with HPE Smart Rate or equivalent 100M/1G/2.5G/5GBase-T connectivity at a minimum; higher-performance models supporting 10GBase-T Smart Rate are acceptable. PoE must support Class 6 (up to 60W) or Class 8 (up to 90W) as required for connected devices, including Wi-Fi 7 access points.
· Provide field-replaceable, hot-swappable power supplies where supported by the proposed model; include two power supplies for production deployment.  1600W or equivalent is required.
· Provide sufficient PoE power budget for the proposed connected-device load with appropriate power-supply sizing and N+1/redundant power where supported.
· Provide field-replaceable, hot-swappable fan trays where supported by the proposed model, with airflow appropriate for the installation environment.
· Switch must be standard 1RU rack-mountable. Proposed dimensions, rack depth, airflow direction, power requirements, and heat load must be documented in the proposal.
· Does switch portfolio use a single operating system from access to core?
· Describe your centralized policy enforcement for wired and wireless.
· Does your switch require any additional licenses to unlock its full feature set?  If yes, then please describe features and pricing.
· Does your architecture allow for a software-defined environment?
· Is your architecture defined and managed the same way for wired and wireless environments?  Please describe.  
· Layer 3 / Distribution / Core Switches – Aruba CX 6300, CX 8325, CX 8325H or functionally equivalent
· Aruba CX 6300 Series or equivalent for access, aggregation, or site distribution as identified on the proposal form. Representative current configurations include CX 6300M 48-port Smart Rate PoE models with 1/10/25/50G uplinks; vendor shall propose the model and PoE class appropriate to each site.
· Aruba CX 8325 Series or equivalent for high-performance distribution/core roles. Acceptable representative configurations include CX 8325-48Y8C with 48 ports of 1/10/25GbE plus 8 ports of 40/100GbE, and CX 8325-32C with 32 ports of 40/100GbE. Redundant hot-swappable power supplies and fans are required.
· Aruba CX 8325H Series or equivalent for compact high-performance distribution, core, data-center, or edge roles. Acceptable representative configurations include CX 8325H-18Y4C with 18 ports of 1/10/25GbE plus 4 ports of 40/100GbE, and CX 8325H-16C with 16 ports of 40/100GbE. Front-to-back or back-to-front airflow shall be selected to match the installation environment.
· CX 8325 and CX 8325H equivalent platforms must support wire-speed Layer 2/Layer 3 forwarding, IPv4 and IPv6, BGP, OSPF, multicast, VLANs, LACP, ACLs, QoS, and VXLAN-EVPN where required by the District design.
· Switching platforms must support redundant network designs. CX 8325/CX 8325H or equivalent core/distribution platforms must support multi-chassis active-active resiliency such as VSX or an equivalent technology.
· All proposed switches must run a currently supported network operating system. Aruba proposals shall use AOS-CX or its current successor, with centralized management/telemetry capabilities available through HPE Aruba Networking Central or an equivalent management platform.
· Vendor must identify exact manufacturer part numbers, airflow direction, included power supplies/fans, software subscriptions or licenses, support entitlements, rack-mount hardware, and any required cables/transceivers for each proposed switch.
· Equivalent products must meet or exceed the port density, interface speeds, switching/routing performance, resiliency, protocol support, and management capabilities of the referenced Aruba CX models.
· SX/SR optics/transceiver pricing required for applicable 1/10/25/40/50/100GbE interfaces as listed on the proposal form.
· LX/LR optics/transceiver pricing required for applicable 1/10/25/40/50/100GbE interfaces as listed on the proposal form.
· ER optics/transceiver pricing required for applicable 10/40/100GbE interfaces as listed on the proposal form.
· LX industrial environment transceiver pricing required for applicable 1GbE interfaces
· LC-LC OM4 fiber patch cords, 3 meter
· LC-SC OM4 fiber patch cords, 3 meter
· LC-LC OS2 fiber patch cords, 3 meter
 





SBISD participates in the E-rate program.  Therefore: 
· Proposer must agree to participate in Universal Service Fund (USF) Program (AKA “E-rate”) for the corresponding funding year(s). 
 
· [bookmark: _Hlk47604412]Proposer MUST include the correct Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN) on your proposal. 
 
· By submitting a proposal, Proposer certifies that the Proposer does have a valid (non-red light status) SPIN for the E-rate program at the time of submission. Should the Applicant discover that the Proposer is on red light status, or if the FCC classifies the Proposer as on red-light status before work is performed and invoices are paid, the contract will be null and void and the applicant will have no payment obligations to the Proposer. 
 
· Proposer is expected to provide the lowest corresponding price per E-rate rules.  See https://www.usac.org/e-rate/service-providers/step-2-responding-to-bids/lowest-corresponding-price/ for details. 
 
· Contracts will be contingent upon E-rate funding and written notice to proceed unless stated otherwise. 
 
· Proposer must provide equipment lists for each location with model and serial numbers in a format appropriate for 471 submission. All E-rate equipment will be tagged and labeled for easy identification in a manner approved by SBISD. 
 
· Proposer must agree to provide the Applicant the choice of discount methods (SPI or BEAR). 
  
· Proposer will be automatically disqualified if the District determines that the bidding company has offered any employee of the District any individual gift of more than $20 or gifts totaling more than $50 within a 12 month period. 
 
· Depending on E-rate funding, the district may choose to proceed with all or part of the 
projects, at the district’s discretion. 
 
· All contracts awarded under this RFP bidding process may be voluntarily renewed by the applicant, upon written notice to the provider, for up to two (2) consecutive one year terms. 
 
· Any changes, additions, modifications, upgrades, etc. made during the effective dates of the initially signed contract MUST be taken care of with an Amendment to the contract, rather than requiring a new contract to be signed. 
 
3. SERVICE LEVEL GUARANTEES.   Successful proposals will include the vendor's written service level guarantee for the services and products proposed. The minimum warranty proposed for equipment should be three (3) years. All reoccurring service fees for equipment should be included in the contract price proposed. 
 
Final service level guarantee will be subject to negotiation. The vendor's proposal should reflect the best balance of cost and exposure to the district in the event of failure or outages. 


